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HIGHLIGHTS
 

On May 4-7, the Kenneth Burke Sodety wID sponsor 
its first conference at The New Harmony Inn In New 
Harmony, Ind. For the entertalnment and edification of 
all participants the PJanning Commlttee has developerl 
a serles of banquets, speeches, cocktaD parties, seml
nars, programs, perfonnance hours, and stu::Iy sessions 
that are so varied In focus and scope that the term 
"counter-gricDock" comes immediately to mind. How
ever, "counter-gridlock" Is entirely appropriate for a 
conference v.hk:h has taken as Its theme "The Spec
tnun of Kenneth Burke: In Retrospect and Prospect" 
and as its purpose the celebration of Burke through "A 
Kenneth Burke Convivlurn." 

Severa1 events wID hlgh1lght the cooference, but none 
more than the presence of Kenneth Burke v.ho plans to 
arrive May 3. Btrke wID participate throughout the 
conference, but most particularly as the focus of an 
Interview for the flnal session on Monday, May 7. 

The primary celebratory event wID be the "Burke-<iay 
Party" the evening of Saturday, May 5, Burke's 93rd 
birthday. Presidlng 0Jer the festMtles wID be Burke's 
friend and colleague Howard Nemerov, poet laureate of 
the United States. 

T\.\0 speeches by Tel'lC7.IJI'leC Burke scholars also 
deserve special attention. Trevor Mella wID provlde the 
opening address at the banquet on friday ~, May 
4. William Rueckert wi! present the ~ speech, 
which wID focus on Burke's InteBectual dewbpment, on 
Saturday momlng, May 5. Other featured ~ 

Include Jane BlankenshIp, Bernard Brock, Robert 
Cathcart, Richard Gregg, Herbert Simons, and Phillip 
Thompkins, 

In addition, a perfonnance hour dlrected by Ron 
Frederickson and featuring Burke's creative writings wID 
take Pace in the restored Opera House on Sunday 
evening, May 6. 

Perhaps the most Important canponents of the 
cooference, however, are the seminars which wID 
enable smaD groups of !dx>1ars to meet together for 
ooe or t\.\O hours each clay of the cooference and 
dlscuss a topk: of common Interest. The SlIXeSS of 
these seminars depends on cd\anced preparation, so 
please pay particular attention to the aQjjtionaI informa
tion provided on ]:BgeS 3 and 4. 

ThIs brief overview only provk:Ies a glimpse Into the 
Intellectua1 and convivial events that wID take place from 
May 4 to 7. The range Is enormous as befits a coofer
ence de\Qted to Kenneth Burke, but the Planning 
Commltte has tried vigorously not to 1xJreawatlze the 
lmagln~tive. 

Sheron J. Dailey 
fndlana State Unlwrsity 

Qlalrperson, Planning Committee 

The Burke-Day Party's 
'Chief Conviviator': 
Howard Nemerov 

The last Issue of this newsletter provided a brief 
bbgraphlcal Introdu:tbn to Howard Nemerov lnduding 
the fad that Nemerov and Burke have been friends for 
O\ef 40~. That same article also lnc1Lrled the first 
eX Nemerov's seven -Q1omlc Variations for Kenneth 
Burke" whlch provides an kiea of the quality of respect 
upon v.hk:h their frlendshlp ~ based. 

That respect Is ~ Kenneth Burke first wrote 
about Nemerov's poetic gifts In "Comments on Egh
teen Poems by Howard Nemerov" (Sewanee Review, 
January, 1952) concluding: 

(continued on page 2) 
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An told: TIle poems acki up to a very 
Intelligent and sensitive enterprise. When 
merely glanced at, we believe, it reveals 
suffdent glitterings to recommend It. And 
when this idiom Is pondered over, it Is found 
to have obeyed a subtle and scrupulous set of 
literary laws that bring together, eloquently, 
many motivational strands basic to a poetic 
eschatology" (131). 

In the intervening 37 years Nemerov's continuing 
efforts have certainly suslaIned Burke's opinion and 
numerous other attics have confirmed it. 

Nemerov's last of the ·"GnomIc Variations for 
Kenneth Burke" reveals ~ another aspect of thelr 
friendship: 

We haw pursued the furious course of the IA.Orkt 
As it I'ZlIl &an -If only .... to -If and only if.... 
Kept faith with the author's egomaniac trade. 
And foUowecl the bedthne story of the world 
Which may IncIeed haw end, although so far 
hs children hill asleep before the end 

Kenneth, as you told me a time ago .
 
J-bN -We v.ho ~ to elbow ech other askie
 
Are closing ranks," naN the fuJy of ~fades
 
And dlaJectic, If It do remail,
 
Remains the sheJl.game of Its former self,
 
Unbeatable and obvb.Js as language
 
Whose G3deIian and DeJphJc IA.OI'd has ewr been
 
Don't look under the hood while drlulng the car

May it be oor hope appropriate to grow
 
mto the next phase as Into the former ones,
 
And go upstairs aboot as often as dawn,
 
And to as many times e day as fro.
 

The Burl<e Society Is truly fortunate to have Howard 
Nemerov as its "chief convMator" on the occasion of 
Burl<e's 93rd birthday. Not only does he bring to the 
confer~ his imposing reputation and his tholWttful 
friendship Wt also his insights. 

*OrigInally publlshed In The KenVOn ReoIew, Sunner 
1983; reprinted In an edition of 40 copies by louis D. 
Rubin Jr., TInker Press, Olapel Hill as wBl as Nemerov's 
Inside the Onion, 1984.... 
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Tentative SChedule
 
Friday, May 4 

Room Qleck In - New Hannony Inn 
Conference RegIstration -The Great 
Roan, New Harroony Inn 
SemInars: Session #1 
CocktaAs -cash Bar 
DInner - (Advance reservations required 
See Room Reser.ations fonD) 
Speaker: TI1M)I' Melia, 
Unlwnlty of PIttsburgh 

Saturday, May 5 
~ AddNss: William Rueckert 
Morning Break 
SemInars: Session #2 
Lunch 
Programs 
StLdy Session wllh LeJand GriffIn 
Programs 
Afternoon Break 
Cocktails - Cash Bar 
Budce-Day Party with 
Howard Nemerov Presiding 
(Advance reservatiOOS required 
See Roan Reser.ations fonD) 

Sundav,Mav 6 
General Session 
In the Atheneum Lecture HaD 
Morning Break 
SemInars: Session #3 
Lmch (New Hannony Inn serves a 
Su1day bnn:h 11 a.m-3 p.m..) 
Programs 
Programs 
Afternoon Break 
PerfOl'Jll8llCe Hour In the 
Opera House 
DIrected by Ron Fn!derick!a1, 
Fmporla State University 

Monday, May 7 
Seminars: SessIon #4 
General Session: 
Reports from the SemInar 
Reports from the various affillates 
of the SocIety 
An interview with Kenneth Burke: 
Dale A. Bertelsen and James W. Olesebro, 
Conducting 
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Seminars 

Of the many events at the conference none ls poten
tially more promlslng for the Individual scholar than the 
semlnars; for they will bring together people Interested 
In one specific facet of Burke for six hours of dlscussbn 
and debate. The tmmedIate goal of each seminar ls to 
allow a small group of participants to exJ*>re speclfic 
topics which are of primary and pM>ta1 Interest to 
them; ~, the ultimate goalls to enable partici
pants to develop research questions and scholarly 
agendas that wit guije them lD1tl1 the next Burke 
Conference. 

seminar Topics and Coordinators 

1 "Pedagogical Approaches to the Study of 
Kenneth Burke" 
This seminar wiD focus CI1 how to teach Kenneth 

Burke at any and all 1e\eJs: high school, undergrcduate 
!rllooI, grajuate school. The position papers may 
focus CI1 specific assignments, lectures, orientations, 
exercises or whatever each participant has found helpful 
in getting Burke's ~off the page and Into the mind. 

Coordinator for High School and Undergradu
ate Teachers: James Mullican, Department of 
English, Indiana State University, Terre Haute, IN 
47809 

Coordinator for Undergraduate and Graduate 
Teachers: Andrew KIng, Department of Speech 
Corrununlcation, Theatre, and Corrununlcation Disor
ders, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, I.A 
70803 (504) 3884172 

2	 '"Theological Implications of the Theories of 
Kenneth Burke" 
The concerns of thls seminar wID range from the 

theoretical to the practical tnchxling exegesis, herme
neutics, and hornelitics. 

Coordinator: Richard Thames, Corrununlcation 
Department, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA 
15282 ~1~ 4~5077 

3	 ..Kenneth Burtce and tile CIative Artist.. 
Artists who know Burke realim that they use his 

theories during the criticaIIanalyticaI phase of the 
creative process. H~, some artists suspect that 
they al9:> use Burke In many other undeftned ways 
during the creative process itself. This seminar wiD 
eKPk>re both the critical and the creative ways that 
artists use Burke. 

Coordinator: John Kirk, Department of Theatre, 
Dlinols State Univers1ty, Nonnal, IL 61761 
(309) 438-8783 

4 "Feminist CrItIques of Kenneth Burke" 
In thls semtnar, participants wm assess Burke's \lX)rk 

from a femillst perspective, focusing on the hnplica
tions of ale pM>ta1 question: Can a femJnlst be a 
Burkean? 

CoonIinator. Sooja Foss, Department of Commu
nication, St. louis University, 3733 West PIne B0ule
vard, St. louis, MO 63108 (314) 658-3191 

5	 "'Unknown (RelatIvely) Essays by 
Kenneth Burke" 
Numerol.5 important essays by Burke were prtnted In 

sman or obscure joomals; ~tiy, they recd1ed a 
limited audience. This seminar wit look Into such 
"finds." PosItion papers may discuss the unknown (rela
tiwly) essay In general and/or may elaborate upon the 
hnpUcations of a spc;dflc Idea. 

Coordinator: E1Ien Quandahl, 18 Valley View, 
Irvine, CA 92715 Home: (714) 854-0876; Office: 
(213) 7434159 

6 '"Kenneth Burke and PoDticaI Communication" 
This seminar fOCl.8!S "On POOtk:al Behavior C0nsid

ered 'DramailsticalJy.''' 
Coordinator': James Combs, Political Sdence 

Department, Valparatso Universlty, Valparaiso, IN 
46383 .(219) 464-5245 

7	 ..Kenneth' 8m'ke and the Critique of 
Contemporary Culture" 
From fonnal joumal articles to Infonnal ha11way dis

cussions the use of 8uJke's theories to eKPk>re and 
explain current poblems pervades. Indeed, "Bur
keians" often use hls theories ~ "equipnent for living." 
Thls seminar will examine the reasons for and the 
hnplicatioos of thls phenomenon. 

CoordInator: James Klumpp, Communication Arts 
and Theatre Department, University of Maryland, 
College Park, MD 20742 (301) 454-6215 

8	 MA Critic'. Workshop" 
As ls the case with most pr<MX:ative thinkers, 

Burke's theories can be applied "profoundly or trivially, 
truthfully or falsely" (GM, xvII). The goal of thls \lX)fk

shop is to im'ease the subtlety and sophistication of 
each participant's appUcation of 8uJke's critical criteria 
by examining the impIicatbns of some of Burke's more 
gennlnal Ideas. 

CoordInator: Robert L Scott, Speech Canmuni
cation Department, University of Minnesota, Mlnneapo
1Ls, MN 55455 (612) 624-5800 

9	 ""Kenneth Burke and Postmodemlsm" 
Thls seminar is deslgned for parti:ipants Interested In 

an Introduction to postmodemism. Spedfk:ally, It will 
compare and contrast the concepts of Ihetorical theory 
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and criticism governing Burke and postmodem analysts 
by lnitla11y coosiderIng three Issues: 

1. The basic assumptions regarding rhetork::al theory 
and criticisn common to postmodem analysts; 

2. An examJnation of ale ~ of postmodem 
criticism; and 

3. An assessment of bc9c ways in which Burke's 
conceptions of rhetorical theory and aitIdsm differ 
from those posite:I by postmodem analysts. FoIbJJIng 
these InltIaI considerations, the majority of the seminar 
will be de\.Qte.d to an examination of the positia1 papers 
submitted by each semlnar participant. 

Coordinator. James Olesebro, SCA National 
Offke, 5105 Back1Jck Road, Building #E, Annandale, 
VA 22003 (703) 750-0533 

Selection of Participants for seminars 

Insofar as possible, participants will choose seminars 
according to their Indlvldual backgrotn:Is and interests. 
H~, bocause we must limit enrollment, we ask for 
first and second choices 00 the reglstratbn fonn. 

Partlclpar).ts' Responsibilities 
prior to the Conference 

fa:h participant must submit a request for a spedfic 
seminar to the c:hairper.at of the planning committee 
by Marth 15, (See Registration Form) and must sulJnlt 
a 1-10 page position paper to the coordinator of her/ 
his seminar by AprIl 5. 

Please Note: Notification of which seminar ~ will 
participate in wID be provided by return man hnmedi
ately upon receipt of your registration fonn so that ~ 

can begm '-'Om 00 ~ur position paper. 
In addition, each participant wID read the other 

position papers In her/his seminar and the "required 
readings" ~ the coordinator will provide by April15. 

Coordinators' Responsibilities 
prior to the Conference 

Coordinators will coDett and dJstrbJte all positk)n 
papers to aD participants by April 15. They will also 
select and distrtbute ale or M ackiitionaI readings. 
The position papers and ackiiOOnaI readings will sezve 
as a common frame of reference for the seminar. 

Participants' Responsibilities 
during the Conference 

SemInars wID meet for four sessions as fol1ows:
 
Friday, May 4 5 p.m.-6 p.m.
 
S8Iun:Iay, May 5 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
 
Sunday, May 6 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
 
Monday, May 7 at 9 a.m. - with a presentation for
 
aD cooference participants in a General Session at
 
10 am. 

No other oonference ewnts wID be scheduled during 
the seminars. 

Each seminar will estatilsh Its own modus operandI. 

Coordinators' Responsibilities 
during the Conference 

The name "coordinator" has bee1 chosen so as not 
to Imply the burden or responsibility of "chairperson." 
That Is, the coordinator Is responsible for getting the 
seminar startec;I at the fntroch.dory session 00 Friday, 
May 4 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. and then, for participating 
fully along with ~ else. 

A Final Note 

These guIde1Ines have bee1 established so that, to 
borrow a phrase from MarIanne Moore, "esprit can 
flourish. " If ~ have any questions, please cootact 
Sheron Dalley, Department of Communlcation, IncIJana 
State University, Tene Haute, IN 47809; telephone 
(812) 237-3178 or leave a message at (812) 237-3244) 
or with your seminar coordinator. 

Conference
 
Planning Committee
 

Dale Bertelsen, Bloomsburg University
 
Bernard Brock, WZPyne State Uni\.ersity
 

Don Burks, Purdue Uni\.erslty
 
James Olesebro, SCA National Offke
 
James Klumpp, University of Maryland
 

Timothy Thompson, Kent State University
 
QlaIr: Sheron Dailey, Indiana State University
 

Local Arrangements 

Don Jennerman, James Mullican,
 
Mark Stoffel - Indiana State lJniwrsity
 



Programs
 
SAlURDAY, MAY 5, 2 p.m. 

Technology. EooIosY. and Communication 
Jane Blankenship, Unluersity of Massachusetts, 
.. 'What Are the Signs of What?' Kenneth Burke on 
Ecology, Technology, and Communicaticn." 

Star A Muir, George Mason University, "Form and 
Technique in Helha\lell: Counter-Nature's 'Inuitation to 
Participate' and the Ethics of Ecobgy." 

Robert Catlart, "Instruments of His Own Making." 

Critical Moments In Burke"s Writings 
TI'e\oOI' Melia, University of Pittsburgh, "Burke's Concept of 
Recalcitrance." 

Richard Gregg, Penn State Uniwrsity, "NegatMty and 
Symbobc Layering." 

Phillip K. TomP<ins, lJrWersity of Colorado, "Kenneth 
Burke's Rhetorical Praxis as Fnactment of Rhetorical Theay: 
Adaptations to, and AdaJ:tations of, Materialist Theory." 

SAlURDAY, MAY 5. 3:30 pm 
... 

The Physical and the SymbolIc 
Phyllis M. Jaw, University of Nebraska, "Syrrix>VBody/ 
Technology in Burke's Rhetaic." 

Richard H. Thames, IAIquesne University, 'The Bcdy Learns 
Language: Biology and Entelechy In Kenneth Burke." 

Bernard L Brock, WltojOe State University, "Epistemological 
aOO Ontological Tensions in Kenneth Burke's Major Works." 

Collective ActIons 
George Cheney, lJniwrsity of Colorado, "Organilational 
Rhetaic as the Management of Multiple Identities." 

Jean M. Costanza, University of MaryIancI, "Orientation and 
PeJspective as Distinct Burkean Concepts: A 0aIectic 
AnalysIs. ~ 

Edward C. Appel, "Burke's Dramatism." 

FamlBal Rhetoric 
Dennis G. Day, San Francisco State University, "interper
sonal Base of Dramatism and Interpersooal Ccrnrnmication." 

- Stephen P. Depoe, University of Oncinnati, "Family Meta
pha as Rhetorical Trajectcxy In the Rhetaic of Protest In 
Colonial America." 

SUNDAY. MAY 6, 2 pm 

Politics as SymbolIc Ad:ion 
Daniel M. Dunn, Purdue University, "A Dramatlstic 

is 

Analysis of the Changes In the Public's Perception of
 
the Johnson Administration."
 

Herbert W. Simons, TemPe University, "BuildirlJ on
 
Dialectic: How to Respond to the Religious Right."
 

Randy FaIklws, University of CaMomia, San Diego, "Burke's 
Concepts as Strategies In Three Dramatic Counterstatements 
on the BeginnIng of the Cold War." 

Fonn and CdtIdsm 
KatJvyn M. Olson, University of Wisoonsin-Madison,
 
'The FUnction of QJaatatiYe and Syllogistic Form In News

reporting: the News Media as Meta-rhetor In the Bitburg
 
Controwrsy."
 

G-eig Henderson, University of Toronto, "~ and
 
Form: Kenneth Burke and Reader-Response Criticism."
 

J. Clarke Rcu1tree, Indiana University at Kokcmo,
 
" 'Towards the Next Phase' In the Pentadic Criticism:
 
Coming to Terms with Dramatisrn's Simple Complexity."
 

SUNDAY. MAY 6. 3:30 pm 

Constitutions and Governments 
David BIakesJey, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale,
 
"Democracy as Critica1 Freedan In Kenneth Burke's
 
Ezd; ,Work."
 

Michael G. Feehan, "Cowrter-Nature and Constitution:
 
&.Ostantlating Persons and Technologies."
 

Robert Wess, Oregon State University, "Burke's 'Da1edic
 
of Constitutions.' "
 

EthIcs. MonUty. and Theology 
C. Michael Cuffman, University of Maryland, "Kenneth
 
Burke's Conception of the Ethical: Clarification. and
 
Implications."
 

Den M. Burb, Purdue University, "1<8: L'Hanme Meme." 

Robert Garlits, Plymouth State College, " 'Bishop' Burke as 
Theologian: Or, ..." 

CrIIic:aI Perspec:tiws In DramatIsm 
Arnie Madsen, Northwestern UnIuersity, "Burke's Rep-esen
tat1ue Anecdote as a Critical Method." 

8Ien Quandahl, University of Southern CaIifomja, '1t's
 
Essentially as Thoogh ThIs Were Killing Us: Burke and
 
FaJcauit on the Perfecting of Punishment."
 

Dale Bertelsen, Bb:lmsburg University, "Kenneth 
Burke's Conception of Reality: The Process of 
Transformation and Its ~tions for Rhetorical Criticism." 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
Kenneth Burke SocIety Conference 

M8lr 4-7 • New Hannony Inn • New Hannony, Indiana 

Name _ 

Address _ 

Telephone: (Office) _ (Home) _ 

REGISfRATION FEE 
Member of the Kenneth Burke SocIety $40 per per9)I1 _ 

Graduate Student $15 per per9)I1 _ 

Non-member $45 per per9)I1 

(Incltdes $5 fee for two-year membership) 

TOTAL FOR REGIS1RATION $, _ 
(Please enclose check If possible) 

SEMINARS 
Detailed information about the seminars and coordlnators appears 00 pages 3 and 4 of this newsletter. 
SInce we shaD Iimlt participation In each seminar, please indicate ~ first and second choices. We 
S1aIl notify you trnmediateJy which seminar you wDl be In so that you can begin \Wrk 00 ~ position 
paper. 

l __PFDAGOGICAL APPROACHES 

2 __THEOLOGICAL IMPUCATIONS 

3__CREA11VE AR11ST 

4_FEMIMSM 

5__NEGLECTED ESSAYS 

6__POUIlCAL COMMUNICATION 

7__CONTEMPORARY aJLnJRE 

8__CRmC'S WORKSHOP 

9__POSTMODERNISM 

PU:ASE RErURN nus FORM AND YOUR OlEa( (F PQSSIJlE) NO IATBl 1HAN nnJRSDAY, 
MAROf 15 TO: 

Sheron J. Dalley 
Department of Communication 
indiana State UnIversity 
Terre Haute, IN 47809 

H JIOU haw questions, caD (812) 237-3178; or (812) 237-3244 to Ieaw a message. 
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ROOM RESERVATION FORM 
Kenneth Burke Society Conference 

Mav 4-7 • New Harmony Inn • New Harmony, indianaName _ 

Address _ 

Telephone: Office (---J _ Home (--l _ 

ROOMS 
01eck In time Is 3 p.m.; check-out time Is noon. Cooference reglstratblls 3 p.m.- 5 p.m., Friday, May 4. 
Type of Room(s) RequIred: Single ($40) Double ($5Ol _ 
Number of PeoPe In Each Room: _ 
Indicate Dates Required: May 3 -----1v1ay 4 __ May 5 __May 6__ 

MEAlS (Optional) 
_ Buffet DInner, Friday, May 4 at $15 per ticket 
_ Burke-Day Banquet, Saturday, May 5 at $25 per ticket 

Qloose MaIn Course: 
_ Petite AIet Mignon 
_ Stuffe;f Sole Florentine 
_ Pecan Stuffe;f 01kken Breast 
_Vegetarian

WID you require Kosher preparation? "':....-_ 

_ Dinner lit The Red GeranIum, Slnday, May 6 
Meal service Is VERY BmitI!d n New Hannony on Sunday eveni1gs cn::I The Red Geranhm Is a popular 
restaurant We ~ that you make dinner reservatloos. E'ntree prices range fran $13 to $35. The 
restaurant closes at 8 p.m. on Sunday. 

TRANSPORTATION 
BecalIge our cxxUerence Is on the same weekend as b! Kentucky Derby and tme b1als for the Indianapolis 
500, we urge ~ to IDIIIce pour plane NSeIVIIIlionI earIv. For lowest air fare rates rontact Conven
tIoos i'1 AmerIca: 800 + 535-1492. Our group's tlentlflcatbl number Is 380. 
If you need transportation to ancIIor fran the E\8nSVIIIe airport, please provide the foBowlng fljght data: 
Arrival Date Tbne Airline Right Number _ 

Departure Date Tbne Airline Right Number _ 

YooIIIWi"~the New HannonyInn with ;-one-nIght cIePO*~-Iater-than-Thursday,-
AprD 5. 
Your deposit Is refundable pOOr to Aprf1 5. You may guarantee your deposit with a credit card. 

Type of Oedit CaJd _ 

NlJ11ber _ 

ExpIration Date _ 

Please Note: The New Hannony Inn will provide you with confirmation of your room reservation and 
specific Infonnatlon about transportation. 

PIeue return thI8 form to Debra CnIg-Sc:hIac:I1, 
New HarmontI Inn 

P. O. Box 581, New Hannony, IN 47631 
For further 1nf00mation or dariftc:atlon cd (812) 682-4491) 
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1990 CONVENTION TRAVEL DISCOUNTS
 
Saw up to 40 percent on airfares to Evansville - Kenneth Burke Society members 

DISCOVER CONVENllONS 
May 4-7, 1990 

Kenneth Burke Society 
IN AMERICA 

Evansville, Indiana • Guaranteed lo..\Jest airfares on any 
airline at time of booking.
 

The Kenneth Burke Society has
 • 40% off coach class fares-
appointed Cooventions In America, 5% off lowest applicable fares
Inc., as its Offldal Travel Ageooy for 35% off CanOOian (2 night mlnirmm 
this meeting. Call the 800 mmber stay)
below to take cdvantage of the speda1 30% off Canadian (no mlnlrmm stay)
member benefits. 

• Free flJght Insurance If $100,000. 
ONE	 800 MMBER FOR AIL AIRUNE • Car rental cllimunts.
 

RAlFS AND HESERVA11ONS. • Frequent Flyer rnDeage.
 
• Senior Otizen cllimunts (62 and over) 

-&fers to official carrier: US Air • Boarding passes and seat assignments 
Some restrIctioos apply • Tickets maiJed promptly upon receipt of payment 
AIrfares In effect May 1 thru May 10 • Major credit cards, check or money order 

accepted. 

CAlL 1HE lRAVEL HOTIlNE: 1-800-535-1492 Refer to Group #380 
Conventions In America, Inc. 7220 TrMeSt., SuIte 120, San Diego, CA 92121(619)566-0800 

Celebrating Burke-Days: 
Past, Present, and Future 

As we look forward to the first conference of the 
Kenneth Burke Society, it is perhaps aOO an appropri
ate time gi\e1 the theme "In Retrospect and Prospect" 
to glance backwards and review a recent conference 
celebrating "Bolk's \4Oiks" ~ has not yet been 
reported upon In this Newsletter. Jn early D8:ember, 
1980, Poe1ly-ln-the-Romd at Seton HaD University 
hosted an impressive conference entitled simply "Ken
neth Burke In 1986: A Cooference." The conference 
featured presentations by William Rueckert, Paul Jay, 
Howard Nemerov, J. Hillis Miller, Denis Donoghue, and 
Harold Bloom, as weD as readings In honor of KB by 
A. R. Ammons and Ralph ~n. And, fittingly, Burke 
himself responded to the presentations and g~iousIy 

accepted the cheeriest of "cheers for Kenneth Burke" 
during the evening hoors. 

Ruockert began the proceedings with an essay entitled 
"Celebrating Kenneth Burke," which focused In the 
maln upon Burke's "Whitmanesque" poems. Paul Jay 
follov.red with "Criticism as EquiJXTlerlt for Uving," 
which was not about the Burke-Cowley corresporxience 
but was rather a penetrating examination of the concept 

of "perspectIw by Incongruity" In relation to contempo
raJy post-st:ructurallst theory. aetween Jay's presenta
tion and Miller's "Burke, 'Brand,' and Getting to the 
Bottom," Nemerov spoke on "Kenneth Burke and 
Modem Poesy," a presentation to which 1 wI11 return. 
KeyIng his ciOOJssion around Burke's "Ethan Brand: A 
Preparatory Investigation" [The HopkIns Review 5 
(Winter 1952): 45-65.1, Miller aOO explored the rela
tionship between Burkean critical strategies and those 
of roore recent deconstructionists, declaring at one 
poJnt (and perhaps with oo1y a bit of hyperbole): "If ~u 

read Burke... ~ do not neEd DerrIda or de Man," for 
from KB as well we can learn to "save theory through 
theory." In his comments at the conclusion of the first 
day, however, KB dk:I not align himself with a "decon
stn.dive angel." Rather, he genufJected toward Santay
ana. declaring: "he's my guardian angel." 

Denis Donoghue began the second day of the Confer
ence with "Burke and the Status of Style," an essay In 
whidl he assailed the "kidnapping" of KB by contem
porary "neo-Mandsts" and decreed Instead that KB Is a 
"man of the 205," an aesthetk:ist and a stylist. Harold 
Bloom followed with "Burl<e, Fmerson, FreOO, and 
American Crtticism," at the beginning of v.hX:h he 
declared flatly, "1 am here to kidnap Kenneth Burke." 
The presentatbn, however, seemed more to pay 

(contInued on page 9) 
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(continued from page 8) 

homage to KB: Bloom stressed Burke's Erner!a1Ian 
emphasis upon self-reliance arx:I the centrality of the 
will, and he lSlCI this to distinguish between KB arx:I 
many contemporary French attics. Burke's signifi
cance to Bloem was evk:lenl During the presentatb1, 
Bloom announce that Burke "is my rabbi," and after he 
had concluded his talk BIoorrl walked over to Burke's 
seat and klssecI him ceremoniously upon the forehea1 

A. R Ammoos then read a nlmber of poems In 
honor of KB, and the conference broke for dinner. The 
conference concluded with an ~ reading by Ralph 
Elison from his new novel. E1ison pref~ his reading 
with a brief discussion of his frien&hlp with Burke over 
the years sIrx:e he first encot.I1tered KB at the American 
Writers Coogress of 1937. He aedited Burke with 
being one of his early supporters In New York literary 
circles. 

In the spirit of forwaro looking toward New Harmony 
and the next ma,jor Burke Cooference, I walt to ~ 

ch.de this report with a few recollections fran Howard 
Nemerov's presentatbn. Nemerov's tak consisted of a 
delightful lnteJspersbn of personal nmInIscen:es of his 
days with Ibke at Bennington College, aItIca1 insghts 
on Burke's poetry, and readings fran his own poetry 
honoring Burke ("QDnIc Variatbns for Kenneth 
Burke," In Inside the Onion (01Icag0: UrWerslty of 
Olicago Press, 1984)). During his presentatbn, Ne
merov cited as a "teJ)I'eSe1tative aneabte" of his "long 
friendmlp with Kenneth Burke" the following story: 

One tine at Benningtoo College when we were 
lM1g about a mIJe from each other, Kenneth Burke 
and I talked late Into the night, then each conc1tded 
that the other was far too drunk to walk home alone. 
We agreed to walk each other home. I walked 
Kenneth home, then he walked me home, then I 
walked him home ~. Sobered by the ~t air or 
our discourse - we stID apparently hat not ftntshed 
what we had to say to one other - we repeated the 
pl'OC8iure and \WU1d up saying good night haHway 
between.... We had exemplified pretty nearly the 
process of dialectic which Kenneth ~ as 
merger and dMsJon, or the dtfference between ~ 

a part of and apart fran. 

Let us then look forward to New Harmony, where with - the assistance of Howard Nemerov we can again 
celebrate Burke, \Mlo whlJe being his 0W'lSe1f apart fran 
us nonetheJess throt.gh hts continuing "woIks" remains a 
part of us. 

David Oatis WIWams 
KirksvIlle, Missouri 

New Harmony: 
''That Wonder of the West" 

In 1814 the Harmony Society, a.de\.Qut group of 
l..lItheran separatis1s led by the cnansmatlc Father 
George Rapp, p.Jn:hasai 30,000 acres of heavily 
forested IancIs on the banks of the Wabash. Within less 
than one year these enterprising settlers had established 
a "new bNn" with more than 150 stru:tures and 800 
people. Between 1814 and 1824 the Harroonists 
aeated a prosperolS and seIf-suffldent communlty 
known as "that Wonder of the West." 

Then, In 1824 the Harroonists sold the entire com
mlllity to Robert Owen, a Scottish Industrlalist who 
dreamed of aeatlng a utopian communlty. In 1826 
geologist WJI1lam Maclure joined O\wn's venture as a 
ftnandaI partner bringing with him aeatlve men and 
WOOlen of genius su:h as Frances W~t, early femi
nist; Thomas Say, American naturalist; Marie Dlr10s 
Fretageot, French educator; and many others. WIth 
theJr innovative Iea:iershJp New Harmony continued to 
flourish. 

In 1959 the Robert Lee Blaffer Trust, established t7y 
Jane Blaffer Owen, Initiated a series of hnportant con
temporary ackiitbns to New Harmony inch.dng The 
Roofless Olurch, designed by PhiDJp .JOOruoo (1960) 
with cenmonJal gates and a sculptun!d Macbma t7y 
Jacques Upchitz. 

Additions, renovatbns, and restoratbns continued, 
culmJnating In the OOiIdIng of the Atheneum designed 
t7y Rk:haJd Meier which In 1982 received the highest 
honor the American institute of An:hitects can bestow. 
In ~ the award the AlA honored, "Historic 
New Harrmny, Inc. for the stewardship and dedication 
that have l'I'B:Ie New Harrmny, 100. a unique, IMng 
museum of American architech.u'e. Blending the 
original Harmonist constructions, lovingly preserved, 
with the work of contemporary archltects, New Har
mony Is a peaceable kingdom: a contlnwn of past and 
present that giYes new rneanJng and ackled luster to Its 
name." 

It seems most aRlf'OPl'late for the Kenneth Burke 
Society to meet In this "peaceable kingdom" sIoce It ~ 

dedcated to a man \M10 has taken for his motto Ad 
Bellum Purf/lcandum. 

New Harmony Is located at the Intersection 0/ 
Indiana Routes 66 and 68, seuen mIles south 0/ 
Interstate 64. For those trauellng by air, EuanslJille, 
Indiana's Dress Airport provides the closest serolce. 
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(317) 455-9372 

Recording Secretary for 1989 and 1990 SCA Conwntions: 
Richard Thames 
Department of Speech, Comnmication and Theatre 
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(412) 434-5077 

Newsletter Editor for 1989 and 1990: 
Dale A. BerteJsen 
Depm1ment of Commmication Studies 
Bloormburg University, BIcxmstug. PA 17815 
(717) 389-4630 " 

National Kenneth Burke Soc:lety Chief Convention Planner 
for 1990: 

Sheron J. Dailey 
Department of Communication 
Indana State University, Terre Haute, IN 47809 
(812) 237-3245 

Society Membership and Mailing Us! maintained ~: 
James W. Chesebro, 
DiJ'ector of Educational Services 
Speech Communication Assodatlon 
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Don M. Burks
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ri'II!riiIi8i'S ani urgea f6 tiHti &JiZ2I&la &2 a,:p;::Z i2 
oppot1I.nltles at Bloomsburg Unlwrslty. 

The Kenneth Burke Sodetv Newsletter is ~ bian
nuaDy under the auspices of the Kenneth Burke Society, and 
printed through the 0epar1ment of Comrrnmication SttxIies 
~ Duplicating Servkes at &omsburg Uniwrsity. Readers 
are encouraged to "join the fray" ~ submitting letters, 
abstracts, or manusaipts that promote the study, under
stancIng, dissemination of, research on, aitical analysis of, 
and preservation of the works of and about Kenneth Burke. 
The Kenneth Burke Society Is a nonprofit organization 
Incorporated in the State of New York, 1988. 

E'Af1tor-DaJe A. Bertelsen, Bloomsburg University 
Aul8tant Ed'Iio..--Mary Mina, Penn State University, 
DuBois, and Howard N. Schreier, Bloomsburg University 
PnJcfucdon-Jo A. DeMarco, Bloomsburg University 

Dear Colleague: 

You are cordially Invltm to join the Kenneth Burke 
Society. funned In 1984, the Kenneth Burl<e Society 
In,I,I has branches In the SpeEch Communication 
Assxiation, Central States Communicatloo Associa
tion, Eastern Comrnmication Association, and South
ern States Cannumication AssocIation. The Kenneth 
Burke Society annuaDy sponsors CClIl\Iel1tion programs 
and seminars at all of these corM!ntloos. 

In addition, this Is a particularly exciting time to join 
the Kenneth Burke SocIety. The Newsletter Is moving 
to a biannual pub1lcatk:ln schedule, and the May 4-7, 
1990 national meeting of the Kenneth Burke Society is 
currently being planned. 

I look forwaJd to hearilg fran ~. 
James W. O1esebro, Clair 
Membership Committee 

---------------~~~~~~~I~--------------

Kenneth Burke Society ..
 'TWo Year MemberShip
 

Name:


Address: _
 

City, State, ZIp Code: _ 

For a two year membership In the Kenneth Burke SOCiety. please mall this fOnn and a check for $5 
made payable to the Kenneth Burke SOCiety to: Dr. James W. Chesebro. Membership Committee. Kenneth 
Burke SOCiety. Speech Communication AssocIation. 5~ Bacldlck Rd•• Suite tE, Annandale. VA 22003. 
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BlOOMSBURG 
UNIVERSITY 

Bloomiburg Untwrslty is CIClIlmItted to AffIrmattue AdIon and 
fqJeI opportmtIy. Mmrtlles, women, and oCher protected dass 
members are urged to pursue educaIiooaI and erJIIlIc¥nent 
ClpJ)ClI'MItIes at Bloomsburg Unlwrslty. 

The Kenneth Burke SocIetv Newsletter is ptblished bian
roaIIy under the auspices of the Kenneth Burke Society, and 
pinted through the Department of Communication Studies 
bi ~ SeJVices at Bloomsburg lJniwrsity. Readers 
are encouraged to "join the fray" by submitting letters, 
abstracts, or rnanusaiJ;ts that promote the study, under
stardng, dissemination of, research on, aiticaI anaIysi.s of, 
and preservation of the wcrks of and about Kenneth 8la'ke. 
The Kenneth Burke Scx:lety Is a nonprofit organization 
Incorporated in the State of New York, 1988. 

EdItor-DaIe A. Bertelsen. Bloomsburg University 
AuJ.tant Ed'1ore-Mary Mino, Penn State UnIwrsIty, 
DuBois, and Howard N. Schreier, Bloomsburg l.JrWersity 
Praduc:tlon-Jo A. DeMarco, 8kx:ImD.og UnI\IersIty 

Dear Colleague: 

You are cotdla1ly invited to join the Kenneth BwKe 
Sodety. Formed In 1984, the Kenneth BwKe Society 
rn.Y has branches In the 5pe«.h Communication 
AssocIation, Central States Comm\Jllcatioo Associa
tion, Eastern Communication Ass<x:Iation, and South
ern States CommunIcatioo AssocIation. The Kenneth 
Burke Sodety annually sponsors c;omentioo programs 
and seminars at all of these cooventions. 

In addition, this Is a particularly exciting time to join 
the Kenneth Burke Sodety. The Newsletter Is moving 
to a biannual publlcatkn s::heduIe, and the May 4-7, 
1990 national meeting of the Kenneth Burke Sociely Is 
currently being planned. 

) look forward to hearing from ~. 

James W. O1esebro, 01air 
Membership Committee 

---------------cr~~~~~~~--------------

Kenneth Burke Society 
'tWo Year Membership 

Name: 
Address: -------------------------------_ 

City, State, Zip Code: _ 

For a two year membership In the Kenneth Burke SocIety, please mall this fOrm and a check for $5 
made payable to the Kenneth Burke Society to: Dr. James W. Chesebro, Membership Committee, Kenneth 
Burke SOCiety, Speech Conmunlcatlon Association, 5~ Bacldlck Rd., SUite IE, Annandale, VA 22003. 
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