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Newsletter of the Kenneth Burke Society Vol. l/No. 1/0ctober 1984 Compiled by Don Burks 

From Kenneth Burke 

A Plee to Join the Frey end Meke It Worth our While 

Along with my rltuel role es the eponymous founder of e new verbellzlng venture (the 
severe I doughty orgenlzers of which ere elreedy coming to the fore), there Is my personel 
concern with the ~TTER OF M:M3ERSH IP. 

In the cause o~ form, I would present the case thus: 

The Genesis of the enterprise wes .the"Burke" Conference In Phlledelphle, Merch 6-8, 
under the Joint eusplces of remple University end the Speech COmmunlcetlon Assocletlon~ 
fts EXOdyS took piece when e "Kenneth Burke Society" wes Ineugureted. Its LeyltlcuS wes 
In the seventy-plus pepers enent doctrine thet were contributed for discussion et the 
lleetlngs. 

This APPEAL FOR MEMBERSHIP Is obviously enelogous to the census-teklng thet engeges
the book of Numbers. Infect, It wes such e correspondence thet suggested th Is wey of 
presenting the whole Issue. 

Then whet e pey-offl Next comes QeuteroDQmy which, besl des eddl ng up to e 
Penteteuch, hes es Its key word "thou shelt." On the essumptlon thet LOGOLOGY IS OOR 
LOGO, I essume thet ell mendetes will be In the line of the herewith enclosed peragrephs; 
end thet members' comments, whether In-egreement-wlth or es-depertures-from ·such 

. speculetlons, wll I be written with reference to them. I hope leter to list some further 
conslderetlon$ which other persons might cere to develop. 

To round things out completely by making the design e Hexeteuch, eneloglzlng from the 
book of JQshua we might wonder to whet kind of promised lend our Joshues will heve brought
the project, whet kind of JerIcho wIll they heve "fit de bettie ob," -- end when "de lem' 
rem sheep horns beg In to blow; / trumpets beg In to soun'," whet kind of we I Is wIII "come 
tumb II n' down." 

K. B. 

With the ebove stetement from the "eponymo~s founder" beg I ns the first news Ietter of 
the Kenneth Burke Society. The feeture ertlcle Is from Cherles W. Menn, ChIef, Rere Books• 
end Speclel Collections, Pettee Library, The Pennsylvenle Stete University. There ere two 
more stetements from Kenneth Burke, one of them wrItten over seventy-eight yeers ego, the 
other e letter to the editor of the .I..I.mu Literary Supplement (London) whIch eppeered In 
August, 1983. .There ere notes on forthcom Ing pub I Icet Ions end convent Ion programs 
reletlng to Burke's works, e sectIon to which It Is hoped meny reeders will contribute In 
future newsletters. There Is e bit of Burke's poetry. Flnelly there ere the minutes of 
the fIrst l18etlng of the Kenneth Burke Society, e list of Steering Committee Members, end 
the Numbers, the list of the peld end counted wIthin the Society. For those who went to 
be In that number Instructions ere gIven et the end of the present lIst. 
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BURKE PAPERS AT PENNSYLVANIA STATE
 

The Kenneth Burke Collection now housed In the Rare Books Room of The Pennsylv2lnl21 
State Un Ivers Ity LIbr2lry 21t Un Ivers Ity Park, Pennsy Ivan 121 Is pr Imar II y 21 correspondence
file of letters written to Mr. Burke through the year 1961. Whfle the collection does 
contain occasional manuscripts and typescripts of Burke poems, articles, and reviews, the 
manuscripts of Mr. Burke's· own essays, articles, books, and poems remain In his 
possession. There Is some discussion underway tow2lrd the depositing of such Items at Penn 
State In the near future. 

The col tectlon of Ietters and documents at Penn State was obtai ned In 1914. Mr. 
Burke had taught several times at Penn State, and had had a long friendship, dating from 
his time In Chicago, with the then-head of Penn State's English Department, the late Henry 
Sams. Thus, It was a matter .of great satisfaction for such a collection to come to Penn 
State as In addition to Its fundamental Importance to modern letters It serves even now as 
a recognition of a long association between Mr. Burke and the University. 

It comprises In archival terms, 11.5 feet of mat,rlal; that Is, nearly four 
quite-full filing cabinet drawers. It ends with the year 1961, as Mr. Burke wished to 
retain his current flies. It consists of .both family and professional correspondence, as 
the. earl lest letter was written. by "Master Kenneth Burke" to "De2lr' Mom and Lew Is".on 
August 8, ) 9q6, the f Irstof about 1,080 notes or Ietters In or Igina I or on carbon by 
Burke .hlmself.ln the collection. KB frequently did not send a letter, or less frequently 
had some returned to h1m. He a Iso beg2ln In the 1950's to reta In carbons of hi sown 
Ietters. AIso of etl rect KB Interest are the count less tiny sp Ider-I Ike summar Ies In 
margins or on the versos of letters which he used to work up a reply. 

The "public" correspondence begins In 1915 with letters from James Wilkinson, James 
Light, and a surviving letter from Burke to M21lcolm Cowley written September 11th, 1916; 
the earl lest letter from CoWley Is dated June 11, 1918. These gentlemen stili correspond 
ona regular basis, sixty-eight years later. ' 

Files of correspondence for the 1920's are quite good but there are ·obvlous gaps as 
KB's correspondence was not really organized until the late' Mrs. Burke took on the.Job In 
the 1950's. 

The collection Is thoroughly organized chronologically, and a full c2lrd Index to 
correspondents Is available. A calend2lr for the collection Is about h2l1 fwaytoward
completion.' It ends with "Foresdale," and the 31 pages are available on order for around 
$5.00. 

The scope of the collection Is Just about what KB scholars would expect. The major 
files of correspondence Include letters from Stanley Hyman, Theodore Roethke, Allen Tate, 
Robert Penn Warren, Hugh Dalz lei Duncan, John Crowe Ransom, Robert Coates, Hart Crane, 
James Light, Jean Toomer, Waldo Frank, R. P. Blackmur, Bruce Bliven, Peter Blume, James 
Daly, James T. Farrell, Francis Fergusson, Norman Fitts, Charles Henri Ford, Lincoln 
KI rstel n, SI dney Hook, Marl2lnne Moore, Gorh2lm Munson, Howard Nemerov, Harvey Siochower,

• GllbertSeldes, J. S. W2Itson, 21nd 21bove 2111, William carlos Williams. Williams wrote to 
Burke several times a week from 1921 to his death In 1959, often sending along poems for 
Burke's 'reactlons and comments. Theodore Roethke also counted on Burke whom he addressed 
sometimes 21S "Paw" for 21 poetic soundlng-b02lrd so that the 88 Items In the Roethke file 
Include corrected galleys 21nd typescripts for poems 21S well as letters and c2lrds. The 
Robert Penn Warren file while smaller In size Includes a typescript dr2lft for the play
"Proud Flesh" which eventually bec2lme "All the Kings Men." Allen Tate also sent poems 
Including 21 typescript dr2lft of "De2lth of Little Boys." 

C't 
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other Important names which appear In fewer but stili signifIcant letters Include 
Ezra Pound, Katherine Anne Porter, E. E. Cummings, Stefan Zweig, Jacques Marltaln, Robert 
Fitzgerald, and so on. 

The above IIst may be a I Itt Ie long on names and short on deta II but perhaps the 
names may serve as touchstones. The material Is, with permIssIon from 1<8, open to 
consultation. He readily grants such permIssion In response to a letter or postcard 
written directly to hIm. 

General InquIrIes about the collection may be addressed to the wrIter who wIll be 
pleased to return short summaries of specifIc correspondence upon request. 

Charles W. Mann, Chief 
Rare Books and Special Collections 
The Penn~ylvanla State UnIversity 

From "Master Kenneth Burke" 

On the following page Is a copy of the earliest letter written by Burke to which 
Char Ies Mann refers In his descr Ipt Ion of the Kenneth Burke Co I Iect Ion at Pennsy Ivan la 
.State Un Ivers Ity • Professor Mann's reference to the Ietter made Its Inc Ius Ion In th Is 
first news Ietter of the Kenneth Burke Society seem partlcu larl y appropriate, and he 
quickly sent the r:.equested copy. Burke's most recent message, "A Plea to JoIn the Fray 

. and Make It Worth our WhIle," arrived wIth a letter dated August 30, 1984. There Is thus 
a span of seventy-eight years between two of the three statements by K.B. In this first 
newsletter• 

• 0 

. K. B. reports that "Mom and Lew Is" to whom he refers In the 1906 Ietter are his 
grandmother and his uncle. HIs reference to "Grandma" Is to his "Great-Gramma Brodie," 
who -Taught me a lot/About ImplIcations." (See p. 8.) The references to "mamma and papa" 
are.to hIs mother and father. K.B. explaIns that he usually referred to them as "Ma and 
Pa" but that he was In thIs letter "on parade." 

The letter foreshadows the extraordInary man we have come to know. Master Kenneth 
Burke appears to have been loving, generous, yet quite candid at age nIne, as K.B. has 
been and Is I Ike Iy to be at age ninety. Now as then, through symbol IcactIon he may 
communIcate hIs dissatIsfaction wIth the way thIngs are, yet he Is always ready to make 
the best of the sItuation. The future master logologlst has one or two mIsspellIngs and 
seems to have selected the wrong word In reference to his state of mInd durIng "the rest 
of my vacatIon," possibly the only word confusion to be found among the mIllions he would 
wrIte. He wou IdIn the next seventy-eIght years have more than a I IttIe to say about 
homonyms, heteronyms, usIng metaphors wIth dIscounting awareness, and the SIgnificance of 
a phrase that happens to appear In this early letter, "as If." For a number of readers 
"Master ~enneth Burke" would one day become "Headmaster to the UnIverse." That title John 
Mason Brown assigned to George Bernard Shaw, but some In our society feel It Is equally - appropriate to our "eponymous founder." 

Don Burks 

..
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Burke's letter to the editor of .IJ:lil TImes LIterary Supplement Is In response to an 
essay-review of the new edition of William Rueckert's book, Kenneth Byrke ~~ Drama ~ 
Hyman Relations. The essay-review was written by Robert M. Adams and appeared In ILS July 
8, 1983. An expanded version of Burke's "Dramatlsm and Logology" will appear In 
Communication Qyarterly. (See "News and Notes.") Punctuation and spel ling as they appear 
In ILS are.followed In this letter. 

IhI "rimes Literary Sypplement -- August 12, 1983 -- "To the Editor" 

DRAMATISM AND LOGOlOGY 

Sir, -- Please let me state my great gratitude for the generous allotment of space to 
"Reasons for reading Kenneth Burke" (July 8). And I am most grateful to Robert M. Adams 
• • •• Buth Is rev lew conta Ins one error of fact. Referring to my theory of language 
which I "f Irst called 'drsnatlstlc' and then baptised 'Iogologlcal '", Adams says that 
"both these terms are Burkean coinages". I did give to "drsnatlsm" the specific meaning
It has In Webster's Third ,tjo International DictiOnary, "a technique of analysis of 
Ianguage and of thought as bas Ica I IY a mode of Bet Ion rather. than a means of convey Ing
Informat Ion". But for "logoIogy" the.QEl2 records two e Ighteenth-century theo Iag Ica I 
usages, "the doctrine of the ,Lggga" (referring to Christ as "the Word" In the Book of 
John). And though "rare", as'early as 1820 there Is a secular meaning, "the science of 
words· synonymous with "philology". (I confess at first I did think that I had Invented 
the term.) 

Th Is IIlght be the pi ace to expl al n why .tm terms for the mla theory. Though my aim 
Is to be secular and empirical, "drsnatlsm" and "Iogology" are analogous respectively to 
the traditIonal distinction (In theology and metaphysics) between ontology and 
epistemology. My "Orsnatlsm" article (In IhI Intecnatlona I Encyclopedlo ~ iba Soclol 
Sciences) features what we humans ACa (the symbol-u~lng anImal). Logology Is rooted In 
the range and quality of knowledge that we acquire when our bodies (physiological
organisms In the realm of non-symbolic motion) come to profit by their peculiar aptitude 
for learning the arbitrary, conventional mediums of communication called "natural" 
languages (atop which all sorts of specialized nomenclatures are developed, each with Its 
partiCUlar kind of Insights). 

Logo logy entered as a necessary term In connect Ion with my work "on words and the 
Word" In Iba Rhetoclc gf Religion. And I am happy that Mr. Adams was kind to It. There 
my pages on St. Augustine's conversion from "word merchant" as a teacher of pagan rhetoric 
to his ecclesiastical role as a Preacher of the Christian Word get me to the centre of the 
dIstInet Ion between the ·creat IvIty" of God's verba I 1.1.DtI. In the first chapter of Genes Is 
and the fact that ~~ vecbal distinction, If. but by virtue of Its novelty, Is to that 
extent ·creatlve". Here the two def Inltlons of "Iogology" (the theological ~ of the 
eighteenth century and the secular words of 1820) are by analogy one. 

In his Biggrophio LltecoClo (the last footnote of Chapter IV) Coleridge observes that 
"When two dIst Inct mean Jngs are confounded under one or more words • • • men of research 

•	 ••• hav Ing discovered the difference [may] remove the equ Ivocation, either by the 
substitution of a new word or by the appropriation of one of the two or more words, That 
had before been used promiscuously." And "When this distinction has been so naturalized 
and of such general currency that the language Itself does as It were think for us ••• 
we then say, that Itis ev Ident to compo.u.nu. Common sense, therefore, differs In 
different ages." (Surely among the most notable of COleridge's many notable footnotes.> 

Ir 
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Th Is pr Inc Ipie wou Id app Iy fer beyond such "desynonym Ising" es Co Ier Idge proposed 
with his distinction between "Imaglnetlon" end "fancy". It would epply to eny new word 
for enythlng since eny such word would be "creetlve" es 21 verbel dlscrlmlnetlon edded to 
some "un Iverse of discourse" end not there unt II lenguege puts It there. The word mey 
deslgnete some '~bJect" or "process" thet owes not Its ectuel or Imputed exIstence, but 
only our awareness, to the neme for It. The new nomencleture thet guIded the InventIng of 
the etomlc bomb dId not by creative 1lAt produce the etomlc energy thet wes ebsent from 
the unIverse of common sense es summed up In the opening chepter of GenesIs. 

Further thoughts on logo Iogy es en ep Istemo Iogy suggest 21 perspect Ive elong these 
lines: Surrounding us wordy enlmels there Is the InfInite wordless universe out of which 
we heve been greduelly cervlng our universes of discourse since the tIme when our 
pr lmord lei encestors edded to the Ir senset Ions words for senetlons. When they cou Id 
dupllcete the teste of en orenge by sayIng "the teste of en orenge", thet's when STORY wes 
born, since words ill! about sensetlons. Wherees Neture cen do no wrong (whetever It does 
Is Neture) when STORY comes Into the wor Id there enters the reel m of the true, fBI se, 
honest, mlsteken, the downrIght lIe, the Imeglnetlve, the vlslonery, the sublIme, the 

_.rldlculous, the eschatologlcel (es with Hell, Purgetory. Heeven; the Trensmlgretlon of 
Souls; Forte I I Ings of an lnevlteble wInd-up In 21 clessJess socIety), the setlrlcel. every 
single detell of every single scIence or speculetlon, even every bIt of gossIp-for 
elthough ell enlmels In their wey communlcete, only our kInd of enlmel cen gossIp. There 
wes no story before we came, end when we're gone the unlverse.wlll go on sens story. 

KENNETH BURKE 
154 AmIty Roed 
Andover, New Jersey 07821 

But for these lucky BeC I dents-

Were I not tel I end sueve end hendsome 
were I not famed for my glemorous ByronIc love-effelrs 
hed not eech of my books sold rIotously , 
hed not my fists mede strong men cringe 

dId not my severel conversions 
enlist further hordes of followers 
end dId not everythIng I turned to 
meke me bIg money 

despite my elmost glorIous 
good heelth of both body end mInd 
how In God's neme 
could I through ell these yeers 

heve held up
 
end held out
 
end held on?
 

Kenneth Burke 
,...._-----,.,.--­

.Flrst eppeared In Commynlcatlon, 1974 Vol. 1, p. 196• 

... 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

SCA Chepter Meeting 

WII I Iam Rueckert hes suggested thet the Kenneth Burke Soc Iety shou Id heve chapters
eftllieted with the orgenlzetlons of the verlous fields In which Burke's works ere of 
pertlculer Interest, such es the Kenneth Burke Society of the Modern Lenguege Assocletlon, 
of the Speech Communlcetlon Assocletlon, etc. In keeping with thet suggestion there wll I 
be en Orgenlzetlon-Buslness Meeting of the SCA Chepter of the Society et the 1984 
convention In Chlcego. The meeting Is scheduled on Seturdey, November 3, et 7:35 p.m. In 
Dining Room 16, Club floor of the Pelmer House. 

Message from Herb Simons: 

Our gret ItUde, once ege I n, to those of you who treve Ied to Ph I lede Iph Ie for the 
"Burke" conference on your own funds. And our ~eepest epprecletlon to Don Burks for this 
News Iettar. 

K8 end I ere stl I I et It on the °1 ssues of "werrenteb Ie outrege" end "drametl sm es 
metaphor." As regerds the first, he wrote recently thet his "cult of comedy tries es herd 
es It cen to let things ride." And, perenthetlcelly, "I see Nietzsche's ephorlsms In his 
-.uJ..m power es delly Indignant unsent letters.m.:tba editor." I'm told by Jim Chesebro 
thet the drametl~es-metephor Issue will be played out soon In Communlcatloo Quarterly. 

Any Idees for e publisher for 1bI Legacy gi Kenneth Burke? Trevor Melle and I are 
neerlng the point where we' I I be eble to submit. It's going to be a honey of e book. 
First-rate essays by Rueckert on Burke offering "Doctrine (without) Dogma, Action (with) 
Pesslon," Gusfleld on KB end soclel science, Mella on KB's symbolic equations, Left on 
Burke es Ciceronian (or Cicero es Burklen), Signorile on "Retlos end Causes," Damrosch on 
Burke end Augustine, Nelson on Burke end post-structural Ism, Blenkenshlp on "The 
Burk~Colerldge Connection," Orevec on KB and Identification, McCloskey on Burke and 
economics. Meybe 1-2 others. 

Department of Speech
Temple University 

Forthcoming ertlcles, reviews, end convention programs on Burke: 

Jemes Chesebro reports thet "Or_etlsm es Ontology or Epistemology: A Symposium" with 
ertlcles by Bernerd Brock, Kenneth Burke, Perke Burgess, end Herbert Simons will appeer In 
the Winter, 1985 Issue of Commynlcatlon Quarterly. The Spring, 1985 Issue of the serne 
Journel will heve en ertlcle by Kenneth Burke In which he extends the Drametlsm-logology 
discussion begun In the llS letter, a copy of which eppeers In this newsletter. Chesebro 
reports elsa that the Eastern Communlcetlon Assocletlon hes already approved the Kenneth- Burke Society as an affiliated organization, end that there wi I I be a chapter business 
meeting et the 1985 ECA Convention. There will be a Burke program et thet convention with 
pepers by Jene Blankenship, James Chesebro, and Trevor Melle. 

Walter Fisher and Wayne Brockrlede have an article In the Spring, 1984 Issue of Centro I 
states Speech JOurnal, entitled, "Kenneth Burke's Real Ism." 
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"Beyond Dramatic Analysis: The Vitality of Kenneth Burke to the Study of Literature In 
Performance." Is the title of a program scheduled at the S~ Convention, November 1-4. 
Sponsored by the Interpretation Division, the program chairperson Is Sheron Dalley. 
Papers wIII be presented by James Beggs., Don Burks, and Mary Str Inee Dav Id Thompson wIII 
act as respondent. 

An essay-review by Phillip K. Tompkins, "On Hegemony -- 'he gave It no name' -- and 
Critical Structuralism In the Work of Kenneth Burke," will appear In a future Issue of 
gJ,S. Tompk Ins uses conversations at the Burke Conference as Inc Is Ions Into the text 
provld~d by five books dealing with recent upheavals In literary theory and criticism. In 
addition to anticipating both structual Ism and post-structural Ism, Burke Is shown to have 
developed Independently of Gramscl a system from which to critique the hegemony of 
American Capitalism. 

A note concerning an article on the Burke-Duncan correspondence has arrived: 

Charles Elkin's "'Son of a Burke': The Hugh Dalziel Duncan Collection at ~rrls 
Library" wll I appear In the forthcoming Issue of ICarbs, a Journal published by the 
Southern 1IIIneis University Library, featuring articles growing out of research In 
Its special collactlons. The article deals Inter A1lA with Burke's Influence on 
Duncan and draws heavily on Burke's letters to him. 

Alan Cohn 
~rrls Library 
Southern Illinois University 

In response to a request for clarlffcatlon as to Which library holds which letters, 
Charles Mann explains: 

The Duncan file at Southern Illinois contains Kenenth's letters to Duncan; Duncan's 
letters to Kenneth are at Penn State although Duncan probably retained carbon copies. 
The situation Is similar with the Cowley letters; Burke's being with Cowley's Papers 
at the Newberry Library. We have a mlcrof II m of both sl des of the correspondence,
and a proJected ed It.1 on Is now under way. 

Pattee Library 
Pennsylvania State University 

PLEASE SEND "NEWS AND NOTES" ITEMS FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER OF THE KENNETH BURKE SOCIETY to 
Don Burks, Department of Communication, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 47907. 

MY GREAT-GRAMMA BRODIE* 

My Great-Gramma Brodie 
Wouldn't let me say ~" 

'Cause It meant a swear-word. 

My Great-Gr8lllllle Bred Ie
 
Knew about
 
Heck, Holy Smokes, and Darn It.
 
She helped me clean them up, too.
 

My Great-Gramma Brodie
 
Taught me a lot
 
About Implications.
 

C"t
*Kenneth Burke, Collected ~ 1915-1967 (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of 
California Press, 1968>, p. 242. 

II 
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MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE KENNETH BURKE SOCIETY 

March 7,1984 -- Bellevue Stratford Hotel -- Philadelphia, PA 

Don Burks of Purdue University called the meeting to order at 9:10 p.m. 

Jlllles W. Chesebro of Queens College provIded the report of the Steering Committee which 
recommended five actions which were approved with a sixth Issue to be resolved: 

1.	 The official name of the organization should be the Kenneth Burke Society.
2.	 The purpose of the Kenneth Burke Soc Iety shou Id be to "promote the study, 

understanding, dissemination of, research on, critical analysis of, and preservation 
of the works of and about Kenneth Burke." 

3.	 The Society should secure a Secretary/Treasurer with appropriate Institutional 
support as soon as possible. 

4.	 Notices should be sent to all major academic associations announcing the formatIon of 
the Society and announcing the availability of membership In the Society.

5.	 Institutional affiliations should be so.ught with other major assocIations such as 
SCA, MLA, and regional associations. PI8I'ls shoul d be made as soon as posslbl e to 
hold panels at these associations.· . . 

6.	 While the particulars could not be offered at this time, It Is also recommended that 
an editor with appropriate Institutional support be selected to establish and pUbl Ish 
e newsletter at regular Intervals for the Society. 

Responses to the Sfeerlng Committee Report were sought: 

1.	 Bernard L. Brock of Wayne State University recommended that the Society's newsletter 
be created and dIstr Ibuted as soon as poss IbIe.. ­

2.	 Don Burks recommended the formatIon of chapter meetings of the Kenneth Burke Society 
at all conventions during the coming year.

3.	 WIIIIIIII Rueckert of SUNY at Geneseo underscored the Steering Committee's 
recOlllllendatlon the Kenneth Burke Society should take one year to get started, 
securing Institutional affll lations, a secretary and appropriate funding during this 
first year.

4.	 Kathleen Jamieson has volunteered to submit a proposal for a seeding grant for the 
society.

5.	 Rather than attempt to mall out Individual notices to all those likely to be 
Interested In Joining the Kenneth Burke Society, notices wll I be placed In 
established newsletters such as SCA's SPECTRA. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 

ON PUTT ING lH INGS IN ORDER* 

File this, throw out that. 
A( art the Secretar Iat 
ln~ each claim and caveat- To better serve the Cause of AI phabet. 
Throw out this, file that. 

File this, throw that out, 
We know beyond all doubt 
how Perfect Order reconclles-­

And now throw out the f lies. 

*Kenneth Burke,'Collected Poems 1915-1967. 
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STEERING	 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

il 

Jane BIankensh Ip Rosa I Ind J. Gabln
 
Department of Communication Studies Department of Engl Ish
 
Machmer Hall SUNY -- Binghamton
 
University of Massachusetts Binghamton, NY 13901
 
Amherst,	 MA 01003 

Don Burks (Chair)	 Don Jennermann 
Department of Communication	 Department of Foreign Languages 
Purdue University	 Indiana State University 
West Lafayette, IN 47907	 Terre Haute, IN 47809 

James W. Chesebro J. Clark Rountree III 
Department of Communication Arts Department of Communication and 

and Sciences Theatre Arts
 
Queens College of CUNY University of Iowa
 
Flushing, NY 11367 Iowa City, IA 52242
 

Mary Evelyn Coil Ins Mark Stoffel
 
Department of Communications Department of Engl Ish
 
Winthrop Col lege Indiana State University
 
Rock Hili, SC 29733 Terre Haute, IN 47809
 

Sheron Da II ey	 William Rueckert 
Department of Colllllun rcatlon Department of Engl Ish
 
Ind.lana State University SUNY -- Geneseo
 
Terre Haute, IN 47809 Geneseo, NY 14454
 

Since the organizing of the Kenneth Burke Society may at times require an Incongruous 
perspect Ive. the steer Ing comm Ittee wII I try to remember the fo II ow Ing anecdote from 
Attitudes Toward History as an antidote. 

[Lincoln] Steffens, ~s the story goes, was entering the New York Public Library when 
a friend of his came stumbling out. The man was obviously In great agitation. "I've 
found Itl" he shouted. And he clamorously called for Steffens to go with him and listen 
while he told of his discovery.

Steffens ob I Iged. The two bumped a long Forty-Second Street and turned down' Fifth 
Avenue while the friend somewhat Incoherently explained. 

Gradually. despite his excitement, his words began to make sense--and Steffens 
realized that his friend had found a plan for saving the world. And the more the outlines 
of the plan began to emerge. the better the scheme sounded. 

Then Steffens became aware that someone was walking along beside them. listening to 
the account. And f Ina II y, turn Ing, he saw a very dIst Ingu Ished-look Ing gent Ieman--then, 
looking again, he realized that It was the devil. 

Steffens "You seem to be Interested In my friend's plan."
•	 The Devl "Decldedlyl"

Steffens "What do you think of It?" 
The Devl "I think It's an excel lent plan."
 
Steffens "You mean to say you think It would work."
 
The Devl "Oh. yes. It would certainly work."
 
Steffens "But In that case, how about you? Wouldn't It put you out of a job?"
 
The Devl "Not In the least. I'll organize It."*
 

*Kenneth Burke, Attitudes Toward History, Third Edition (1937; rpt. Berkeley and Los 
Angeles: UnIversity of California Press, 1984>, p. Iv. 
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AS FROM A GREEK ANTHOLOGY* 

Do the violets, like ..., tug at their roots this wann day of 
late autumn? 

Already I can Imagine late April, yet we have not even had 
our first snow-flurry.

When I was young, spring came upon .. suddenly, with me 
stili thinking of the pleasures of the sleigh. 

But If I expect It always earlier and earlier 
I shall lOOn overtake It by a cycle, 
And be expectIng spring In the springtime. 

*Kenneth Burke, Collec;ted pPemS 1915-1967. 




